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February 5, 2011

Susan Doan-Johnson 
Editor,  Orthopaedia

Dear Dr. Doan-Johnson, 

We are submitting our methodological research study on the reliability and precision of measurementof an air distributed body un-weighting system by AlterG (Body Un-Weighting for Treadmill Training can be Precise and Reproducible When Lower-Body Support  is Provided by Positive Air Pressure (LBPPSAlter-G Automated Treadmill Trainer ) This air supporting un-weighting allows comfortable progressive body support to reduce  ground reaction forces while patients are walking or running.  With the information from this research study, it is possible for clinicians to achieve more precise un-weighting to match the training needs of patients who have weight bearing restrictions for healing or for maintaining aerobic conditioning.. 
This study was carried out within the outpatient UCSF PT Health and Wellness Center. Alter-G Inc did not play a role in the research design, data collection, data analysis or results reported in this manuscript. 
 Dr. Maurice Garcia, MD is Assistant Professor in the Department of Urology.  Dr. Garcia has no financial support or other potential conflicts of interest to disclose.  Sara Cohen is a doctoral student in the UCSF/SFSU Graduate Program in Physical Therapy and has not financial support or potential conflicts of interest. Irina Fedulow is a research assistant for the Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science and receives no money from the company and  has no conflicts of interest.  Nancy N. Byl, PhD, PT is Professor and Chair Emeritus of the Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science at UCSF.  The Department purchased the GTrainer 200 and the company placed a second unit (Model 320) in the Physical Therapy Health and Wellness Center. Dr Byl receives no direct financial support from the company and has no conflicts of interest. 

The approved consent form for subject participation in the study includes the permission to be photographed .  This study was carried out with approved consent of the Committee of Human Research.
This is original data. We  have not submitted this manuscript elsewhere and we realize if accepted that Orthopaedia has exclusive copyrights.  

We hope you will find our study of interest to the readers of Orthoaedia. 

Sincerely,

Nancy N Byl, PhD, PT

Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science

1675 Owens Street

School of Medicine, University of California San Francisco

San Francisco, California, 94158

Byln@ptrehab.ucsf.edu
415  514 4816

510 798 2282  (cell)

